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Transnational and Postcolonial scholars such as Edward Said, Aime Cesaire, 
Frantz Fanon, Homi Bhabha, and Leopold Senghor devoted a majority of their life’s 
work to the question of agency and identity and the particulars of human experience.  In 
the same vein, Orhan Pamuk, Jamaica Kincaid, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Amitav 
Gosh and Apuleius provide an amplifier for the voices of indigenous, hybrid and 
polylayered persons to be spoken.  Writing about humanity’s complexities and beauty run 
through all of their works and the responsibility to humanity takes a focused position.   
Pramoedya Ananta Toer’s first installment in his Buru Quartet, This Earth of Mankind,  
highlights the imperative to recognize the Global South as Sanikem Ontosoroh tells Nyo,  
“write, Nyo, always about humanity, humanity's life, not humanity's death.  That’s why  
there is no end to the telling of stories on this earth…” This presentation builds on the  
concepts of hybridity, fluidity and a re-centering of humanity in Transnational texts.   
Analyzing Ernesto “Che” Guevara and Olaudah Equiano as “citizens of the world,” an  
exploration of motion and movement in their works The African Dream and The  
Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano will also be considered.  Using Paul  
Gilroy’s concept of the Black Atlantic, an alternate perspective to Hegel’s assertion that  
“Africa has no movement or development to exhibit,” will be presented by showing how  
the two aforementioned trailblazers embody and employ strategic change (motion) and  
movement (journeys) around the world. Three currents formulate the translation  
trajectory of this endeavor: first, a contextual analysis of colonialism and hegemony to  
situate Che and Equiano’s political and legal stances; second, an assessment of their  
narratives in form and content; and lastly, an examination of motion and movement in  
their texts and essentially their lives.	  


