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How can we translate into words that which the image tells us? 
 A filmosophic answer through the lens of Nietzsche and Fritz Lang’s Metropolis 

 
By going back into the past, I want to imagine a future of translation studies as 

path to cinematic literacy. In his essay On Truth and Lie in an Extra-Moral Sense (1873) 
Friedrich Nietzsche discusses the limitation of language as potential tool to translate the 
world into representative, ‘truthful’ signs. According to him, the human apparatus of 
perception applies two acts of distortion, while processing the world of objects around 
him into words. First, the neuronal impulse initiated by an object is translated into a 
picture, second the picture is translated into a word. If we follow this logic, the picture 
presents ‘rawer’ material than the word in terms of truth. Consequentially, I argue that 
cinema can show us a more unsophisticated version of the wor(l)d––especially if we see 
between the lines; and analyze how pictures and the word are used to convey the same 
message in cinematic juxtaposition. I support the thesis that the visual medium, no matter 
how intensely edited and changed, addresses us in another, deeper way, than the word.  

In his radical manifesto Filmosophy (2006) Daniel Frampton seeks a new 
language that can translate the affective manipulation of film on the spectator, keeping in 
mind that Critical Media Literacy is Not an Option (2007) in education, as Douglas 
Kellner’s essay tells us. Whereas there is an abundance of scholarship regarding the 
impossibility of translation between different languages, a language that translates the 
influence of film into words remains unattended, and absent largely. 

By demonstrating how film can formulate similar arguments as philosophy on the  
example of the above mentioned essay by Nietzsche, and the film Metropolis (1926) by 
Fritz Lang, I demonstrate the possibility of an inter-language of image and word that 
gives us hints how to translate the hidden language behind the image. 


