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In this paper, I argue that Mairghread Scott’s groundbreaking comic book Toil 
and Trouble is not only an important adaptation of Shakespeare’s Macbeth, but that it in 
fact is a translation of the original play itself. By re-telling Macbeth so, Scott does more 
than introduce new readers to the story or offer a different perspective on the characters; 
she creates a fundamentally new story with the comic form. The three witches 
in Macbeth have proven to be some of the most iconic characters within the bard’s 
impressive canon. What is it about these three “weird sisters” that has proven so 
interesting and so capable of speaking across time (1.3.32)? Even more pointedly, what is 
their particular role or agency in Toil and Trouble, where they are the narrators of the 
classic story? In my paper, I examine how the witches’ narrative control, physical and 
emotional strength, and access to magical knowledge is a form of transfocalization which 
allows for a new perspective on the story, to use Julie Sanders’ term. Furthermore, 
however, I draw on bell hooks’ theory of oppositional gaze to propose that Scott’s text in 
translation creates the space for witches to interrogate and “look back” on centuries of 
female marginalization and oppression (hooks).  Building on theories of adaptation by 
Linda Hutcheon and others, I argue that Scott’s Toil and Trouble does more than carry 
Shakespeare’s story across time periods and technological boundaries. In utilizing the 
graphic novel medium itself, I propose that Scott has translated Shakespeare’s witches 
into characters who create a liminal, transgressive space capable of being broken down 
and rewritten. Her translation challenges the perception and agency of women in the early 
modern period in order to provide a space in which the play’s hierarchical gender 
structure may be reshaped and newly understood.  

	  


